the door to hand-screened rulers and
templates leaving the dock.

To get some feeling for the areas we
visited, we also stopped at Pike Place
Market in Seattle and Granville Island
in Vancouver, both meccas for crafts-
people, souvenirs and some great food.

NEW YORK

“Overwhelming!” That's how several
group members described their visit to
the Big Apple.

Our New York tour began with a
behind-the-scenes look at pattern
production at The McCall Pattern Co.
From design inspiration to guidesheet
proofing, we followed the process step
by step. In addition, design director

TSt Tepper told us where the inspira-
tions come from and showed us some
of the upcoming Sew News Collection
garments.

How are fabrics designed and
readied for printing? Springs Industries
shared a look at their designing
processes—from artists hand painting
acetates to CAD operators creating
pattern repeats, changing motif size
and varying colors, we saw it all.

Stepping back into history, the
group visited the archives at FIT, for
a “no-touching, just-drooling” look
at garments and accessories from
the early 1900s to the present.
Remember when?

Keeping a finger on things, we ven-
tured to LaCrasia Glove’'s manufactur-
ing facility and Glove Museum. Who
would have thought gloves could be
so interesting? Tiny pieces, tediously
sewn with mini seam allowances
proved to be just that.

Harlem Textile Works beckoned
those with a sense of adventure to don
an apron, roll up their sleeves and try
silk screening a fabric length. With

great skill (and little
mess), we each took
home a piece of the
fabric of many
hands. In addition,
most group mem-
bers took home a
few pounds of
scraps from under
the lengthy
cutting tables.

One can't visit New York
without including a visit to the
garment district, and this group was
no exception. Most returned to the
hotel heavily laden with bags—some
even went back for more after care-
fully stowing their precious finds in
their rooms. And some went back yet
again on Saturday to see if they missed
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THANK YOU to the following companies
for their generous donation of door prizes
and goody bay items:

anything earlier in the week. sAleens's +).8. MartiA
Our greatest find was Mood A ican & Co. Inc.
A . . rid Inc. *JHB
Designer Fabrics, an entire floor of S AmeieRn termaticnal
wonderful fabrics—well worth the Sewing Guild *June Tailor

rooting and moving of rolls to get to
the treasures behind.

Mo tour is complete without a bit
of fame and stardom, and we were
privileged to visit designer Todd Old-
ham for a look at his current line and
sharing of sewing tips (see “Todd

" .

di%s

of garment industry sewing. Elissa
Meyrich, owner of Sew Fast Sew Easy,
shared some industry shortcuts with
our group.

J0

fabric trends for the coming season.
Armed with this inside information,
our shoppers were able to buy for the
future—which is probably when most
will get their newly acquired purchases
made up! a

For information on 1997 Sew'N'Go Tours, see “Write On!”
on page 79.

vices' oel rpfpk with us about

*Anne Powell
Ltd.

*B. Blumenthal
& Co. Inc.
+Bernina of
America
*Burda
Patterns Inc
*C.B. Nickels
*Clotilde Inc
*Coats & Clark

Fabulous-Furs
*Dos de Tejas
#Dritz Corp
sEdgecraft
*Fairchild

*Fairfield
Processing
Corp.

*Fashion
Touches

*Fiskars Inc

*Ghee's

*Gingher Inc

«Great Copy
Patterns

*Handler
Textile Corp

+*Donna Salyers’

Books & Visuals

Inc.

*KS Designs
sKwik Sew
Pattern Co.
Inc.
*Logantex Inc.
*Mag Eyes
sPalmer/
Pletsch
Associates
*Pendleton
Woolen Mills
*Pfaff American
Sales
*Silkpaint
Corp

*Singer
Sewing Co
*Stitchery Sale
*Source
Marketing
Lta

sStretch &
Sew Inc.
*Tandy
Leather Co.
*Viking/White

. Machine Co

*Ultra Fabrics

SEW NEWS IS ON AMERICA ONLINE (see page 4)
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